
Understanding Guppies, Mollies, Swordtails,
and Others: Fish Keeping Made Easy
Livebearer fish are a popular choice for beginners and experienced
aquarists alike. They are hardy, easy to care for, and can be bred easily in
captivity. Some of the most popular types of livebearer fish include guppies,
mollies, swordtails, and platies.
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Guppies

Guppies are one of the most popular fish in the aquarium hobby. They are
small, hardy fish that are easy to care for. Guppies are also very prolific
breeders, so it is important to be prepared for a lot of babies if you keep
them in a community tank.

Guppies are omnivorous and will eat a variety of foods, including flakes,
pellets, and live foods. They are also very easy to breed, so if you want to
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raise your guppies, it is relatively easy to do.

Guppies are generally peaceful fish, but they can be aggressive towards
other fish of the same species. It is important to provide plenty of hiding
places for guppies, especially if you keep multiple males in the same tank.

Mollies

Mollies are another popular choice for beginner aquarists. They are larger
than guppies, but they are still relatively easy to care for. Mollies are also
omnivorous and will eat a variety of foods.

Mollies are generally peaceful fish, but they can be aggressive towards
other fish of the same species. It is important to provide plenty of hiding
places for mollies, especially if you keep multiple males in the same tank.
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Mollies are livebearers, so it is important to be prepared for a lot of babies if
you keep them in a community tank. Mollies are also relatively easy to
breed, so if you want to raise your mollies, it is relatively easy to do.

Swordtails

Swordtails are a type of livebearer fish that is closely related to guppies and
mollies. Swordtails are larger than guppies and mollies, but they are still
relatively easy to care for.

Swordtails are generally peaceful fish, but they can be aggressive towards
other fish of the same species. It is important to provide plenty of hiding
places for swordtails, especially if you keep multiple males in the same
tank.
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Swordtails are omnivorous and will eat a variety of foods, including flakes,
pellets, and live foods. Swordtails are also relatively easy to breed, so if
you want to raise your swordtails, it is relatively easy to do.

Other livebearer fish

There are many other types of livebearer fish that are available to
aquarists. Some of the most popular types include:

Platys

Wagtails

Endlers livebearers

Lyretail swordtails
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Black mollies

These fish are all relatively easy to care for and are a great choice for
beginners and experienced aquarists alike.

Choosing the right livebearer fish for you

When choosing a livebearer fish for your aquarium, it is important to
consider the following factors:

Size: Livebearer fish come in a variety of sizes, from small guppies to
large swordtails. It is important to choose a fish that is the right size for
your aquarium.

Temperament: Livebearer fish are generally peaceful fish, but some
species can be aggressive towards other fish of the same species. It is
important to choose a species that is known for being peaceful.

Diet: Livebearer fish are omnivorous and will eat a variety of foods. It
is important to choose a species that is easy to feed.

Once you have considered these factors, you can start to narrow down
your choices. Here is a table that summarizes the key characteristics of
some of the most popular types of livebearer fish:

Species Size Temperament Diet
Ease of
breeding

Guppy Small Peaceful Omnivorous Easy

Molly Medium Peaceful Omnivorous Easy



Species Size Temperament Diet
Ease of
breeding

Swordtail Large Peaceful Omnivorous Easy

Platy Small Peaceful Omnivorous Easy

Wagtail Small Peaceful Omnivorous Easy

Endlers
livebearer

Small Peaceful Omnivorous Easy

Lyretail swordtail
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