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Forced migration is a significant global issue with devastating
consequences for millions of people. According to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),there were an estimated 26.4 million
refugees and 45.7 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) worldwide in
2020. These figures represent only a fraction of the total number of people
affected by forced migration, as they do not include asylum seekers,
stateless persons, or those who have been forcibly returned to their country
of origin.

Forced migration is often the result of conflict, persecution, violence, or
natural disasters. However, it is also a product of systemic inequalities and
power imbalances that create conditions of vulnerability and displacement.
In this article, we will explore the necropolitical production and
management of forced migration, examining the power dynamics and
structures that perpetuate this phenomenon.
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Necropolitics and Forced Migration

Necropolitics is a term coined by Achille Mbembe to describe the exercise
of power over life and death. It refers to the ways in which states and other
actors exert control over the lives of marginalized and vulnerable
populations. Necropolitical power is often exercised through the production
and management of forced migration.

The necropolitical production of forced migration involves the creation of
conditions that make people vulnerable to displacement. This can include
policies that discriminate against certain groups of people, such as
refugees and asylum seekers, or that create conditions of poverty and
insecurity. It can also involve the use of violence or the threat of violence to
force people to flee their homes.

The necropolitical management of forced migration involves the control and
regulation of the movement of displaced people. This can include policies
that restrict the movement of refugees and asylum seekers, or that make it
difficult for them to access essential services. It can also involve the use of
detention centers, where displaced people are held in inhumane conditions.

The Causes of Forced Migration

There are a number of factors that can contribute to forced migration,
including:

Conflict and violence: Conflict and violence are major drivers of
forced migration. People may be forced to flee their homes due to war,
civil unrest, or persecution.



Natural disasters: Natural disasters, such as earthquakes, floods,
and droughts, can also force people to flee their homes. In many
cases, natural disasters are exacerbated by climate change, which is
increasing the frequency and severity of extreme weather events.

Economic inequality: Economic inequality can also contribute to
forced migration. People who live in poverty may be forced to move to
find work or to escape economic hardship.

Discrimination: Discrimination against certain groups of people, such
as refugees and asylum seekers, can also lead to forced migration.
People may be forced to flee their homes due to discrimination based
on their race, religion, ethnicity, or sexual orientation.

The Consequences of Forced Migration

Forced migration can have a devastating impact on individuals, families,
and communities. Some of the consequences of forced migration include:

Loss of life: Forced migration can lead to the loss of life, both directly
and indirectly. People may die from violence, disease, or starvation
during their journey. They may also die in detention centers or as a
result of their displacement.

Physical and mental health problems: Forced migration can also
lead to a range of physical and mental health problems. Displaced
people may suffer from malnutrition, disease, and injuries. They may
also experience depression, anxiety, and post-traumatic stress
disorder.

Social and economic disruption: Forced migration can also disrupt
social and economic life. Displaced people may lose their homes, their



jobs, and their social networks. They may also face discrimination and
xenophobia in their new communities.

Environmental degradation: Forced migration can also lead to
environmental degradation. Displaced people may be forced to live in
informal settlements or in areas that are at risk of natural disasters.
They may also contribute to deforestation and other forms of
environmental degradation.

The Role of States and International Organizations

States and international organizations play a crucial role in addressing the
issue of forced migration. They have a responsibility to protect the rights of
displaced people and to provide them with assistance and support.
However, states and international organizations often fail to meet their
obligations, and their actions can sometimes even contribute to the
problem of forced migration.

For example, states may adopt policies that restrict the movement of
refugees and asylum seekers, or that make it difficult for them to access
essential services. They may also use violence or the threat of violence to
force people to flee their homes. International organizations may also fail to
provide adequate assistance and support to displaced people, and they
may sometimes even collude with states in violating the rights of refugees
and asylum seekers.

Forced migration is a complex and multifaceted issue that requires a
comprehensive response. It is essential that states and international
organizations work together to address the root causes of forced migration
and to provide protection and assistance to displaced people. Only through



a concerted effort can we hope to end the suffering of millions of people
who have been forced to flee their homes.
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