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Welcome to the ultimate resource for jazz guitar chords. This
comprehensive guide will take you on a deep dive into the world of jazz
harmony, unlocking the secrets of every essential chord and empowering
you with the knowledge and skills to master their practical application.
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Chapter 1: The Building Blocks of Jazz Chords

In this chapter, we'll lay the foundation for understanding jazz chords by
exploring the following concepts:

The diatonic scale: The foundation of any chord.

Intervals: The distance between notes, which determine different
chord qualities.
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Triads: The basic building blocks of chords, consisting of three notes.

Seventh chords: Adding a fourth note to a triad expands the harmonic
possibilities.

Chapter 2: Essential Jazz Chord Voicings

Now that we have a grasp of the basic building blocks, let's explore the
different ways to voice them on the guitar:

Closed voicings: Notes clustered tightly together for a focused sound.

Open voicings: Notes spread out across the fretboard for a more
spacious sound.

Shell voicings: Omitting the fifth or third from a chord for a leaner
sound.

Drop voicings: Removing the bass note from a chord for a unique
harmonic effect.

Chapter 3: Chord Progressions and Substitutions

Chords don't just stand alone; they interact with each other to create
progressions:

Basic harmonic progressions: Common chord sequences that
provide a foundation for improvisation.

Chord substitutions: Replacing a chord with a substitute with similar
harmonic properties to add variety.

Chord extensions: Adding additional notes to a chord to enrich its
harmonic content.



Chapter 4: Inversions and Harmonic Analysis

In this chapter, we'll delve into the intricacies of:

Chord inversions: Reordering the notes of a chord to create different
voicings.

Harmonic analysis: Breaking down chord progressions into their
harmonic components.

Chord function: Understanding the role of chords within a harmonic
framework.

Chapter 5: Practical Practice Techniques

All the theory is great, but it's time to put it into practice:

Ear training exercises: Develop your ability to recognize chords by
ear.

Chord substitution drills: Practice implementing chord substitutions
in real-time improvisation.

Chord progression sequences: Play and analyze harmonic
progressions to reinforce your understanding.

Chapter 6: Advanced Jazz Guitar Chords

Ready to take your chord knowledge to the next level? We'll explore:

Altered chords: Chords with modified tensions for a distinctive sound.

Polychords: Combining two or more chords simultaneously to create
complex harmonies.



Modal chords: Chords based on scales other than the major or minor.

By the end of this guide, you will have mastered the essential jazz guitar
chords, gained a deep understanding of their voice leading and harmonic
function, and developed the technical proficiency to apply them in your own
playing. The journey of exploring jazz guitar chords is an ongoing one, but
with the knowledge and techniques provided in this bible, you have a solid
foundation to build upon and reach new heights in your musical expression.
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