
The Art of Directing Shakespeare With Young
Performers: A Comprehensive Guide for
Educators and Theater Practitioners
Directing Shakespeare with young performers can be a daunting task, but it
is also an incredibly rewarding one. Shakespeare's plays are full of rich
language, complex characters, and timeless themes that can resonate with
audiences of all ages. By providing young performers with the opportunity
to experience Shakespeare's work firsthand, you can help them develop
their creativity, communication skills, and critical thinking abilities.
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This guide will provide you with practical advice and strategies for directing
Shakespeare with young performers. We will cover topics such as choosing
the right play, adapting the text, working with young actors, and creating a
supportive learning environment.
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Choosing the Right Play

The first step in directing Shakespeare with young performers is to choose
the right play. Not all of Shakespeare's plays are appropriate for young
audiences. Some plays, such as Titus Andronicus and King Lear, are too
violent or complex for young performers to handle. Other plays, such as
The Tempest and A Midsummer Night's Dream, are more accessible and
appropriate for young audiences.

When choosing a play, you should consider the following factors:

The age and maturity level of your performers. Some plays, such
as Romeo and Juliet, are more suitable for older performers, while
others, such as The Winter's Tale, are more appropriate for younger
performers.

The size of your cast. Some plays, such as Hamlet, require a large
cast, while others, such as The Two Gentlemen of Verona, require a
smaller cast.

The resources you have available. Some plays, such as Macbeth,
require elaborate sets and costumes, while others, such as The
Comedy of Errors, can be performed with minimal resources.

Adapting the Text

Once you have chosen a play, you may need to adapt the text to make it
more accessible for your young performers. This may involve cutting or
simplifying some of the language, adding stage directions, or changing the
setting. When adapting the text, you should keep the following principles in
mind:



Be faithful to the original text. Do not make changes that alter the
meaning or intent of the play.

Make the text accessible for your young performers. Use clear and
simple language, and avoid using unfamiliar words or phrases.

Be creative. Do not be afraid to experiment with different ways to
adapt the text. The goal is to create a version of the play that is both
faithful to the original and accessible for your young performers.

Working With Young Actors

Working with young actors can be a challenge, but it can also be incredibly
rewarding. Young actors are often full of energy and enthusiasm, and they
are eager to learn. However, they may also be less experienced and less
disciplined than adult actors. Here are a few tips for working with young
actors:

Be patient and understanding. Young actors may need more time
and support than adult actors. Be patient with them, and help them to
learn and grow.

Create a positive and supportive environment. Young actors need
to feel safe and supported in order to perform at their best. Create a
positive and supportive environment where they feel comfortable
taking risks and making mistakes.

Set clear expectations. Let your young actors know what you expect
from them, both in terms of their behavior and their performance. Be
clear about what you want them to do, and provide them with the
support they need to achieve your goals.



Give them plenty of opportunities to practice. The more your young
actors practice, the better they will become. Give them plenty of
opportunities to rehearse their lines, work on their characters, and
perform in front of an audience.

Creating a Supportive Learning Environment

In addition to providing your young actors with the support they need to
develop their skills, you should also create a supportive learning
environment. This means providing them with the resources and
opportunities they need to learn and grow.

Here are a few tips for creating a supportive learning environment:

Provide resources. Make sure your young actors have access to the
resources they need to succeed, such as scripts, costumes, props,
and rehearsal space.

Offer opportunities. Give your young actors opportunities to perform,
both in school and in the community. This will help them to develop
their skills and gain experience.

Encourage collaboration. Encourage your young actors to work
together and support each other. This will help them to build teamwork
skills and create a sense of community.

Celebrate success. Celebrate your young actors' successes, both big
and small. This will help them to build confidence and stay motivated.

Directing Shakespeare with young performers can be a daunting task, but it
is also an incredibly rewarding one. By following the advice and strategies
outlined in this guide, you can help your young performers to develop their



creativity, communication skills, and critical thinking abilities. You can also
create a supportive learning environment where they feel safe and
supported in taking risks and making mistakes.

With patience, understanding, and support, you can help your young actors
to achieve their full potential and create unforgettable performances of
Shakespeare's plays.
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