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"A Good Man Is Hard to Find" is a short story by Flannery O'Connor that
was first published in 1955. The story follows a family of six on a road trip
to Florida. The family consists of the grandmother, her son Bailey, his wife
June Star, and their three children: John Wesley, June Star, and Billy Ray.

On their way to Florida, the family stops at a roadside diner. While they are
eating, the grandmother tells the children a story about a misfit who was
executed for murdering his family. The children are fascinated by the story,
and they start to imagine themselves as the misfit.

After they leave the diner, the family's car is run off the road by a group of
criminals. The criminals take the family hostage and drive them to their
hideout. The criminals then brutally murder the grandmother, her son, his
wife, and their two youngest children. The only survivor is John Wesley,
who is left traumatized by the experience.
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The grandmother: The grandmother is a strong-willed and
opinionated woman. She is also very religious, and she believes that
she is on a mission from God to save her family from the evils of the
world.

Bailey: Bailey is the grandmother's son. He is a kind and gentle man,
but he is also weak-willed and easily manipulated by his mother.

June Star: June Star is Bailey's wife. She is a beautiful and selfish
woman who is more interested in her appearance than in her family.

John Wesley: John Wesley is Bailey and June Star's eldest child. He
is a bright and sensitive boy who is deeply affected by the violence that
he witnesses.

June Star: June Star is Bailey and June Star's youngest child. She is
a spoiled and whiny girl who is constantly getting into trouble.

Billy Ray: Billy Ray is Bailey and June Star's youngest child. He is a
quiet and withdrawn boy who is often bullied by his older siblings.

The misfit: The misfit is a mysterious and enigmatic figure. He is a
violent and dangerous man, but he also has a strange sense of justice.

"A Good Man Is Hard to Find" explores a number of complex and
challenging themes, including:

The nature of good and evil: The story raises questions about the
nature of good and evil. Are people born good or evil? Or are they
shaped by their experiences?

The power of violence: The story shows the devastating power of
violence. Violence can destroy lives, families, and communities.



The importance of faith: The story explores the importance of faith in
the face of adversity. Faith can provide hope and strength in even the
darkest of times.

"A Good Man Is Hard to Find" is a richly symbolic story. Some of the key
symbols in the story include:

The highway: The highway represents the journey of life. It is a place
where people can encounter both good and evil.

The diner: The diner represents a place of safety and comfort. It is a
place where people can escape from the dangers of the outside world.

The woods: The woods represent the unknown. They are a place
where danger lurks.

The misfit: The misfit represents the forces of evil in the world. He is a
violent and dangerous man who is capable of great cruelty.

"A Good Man Is Hard to Find" is a complex and challenging story that has
been the subject of much critical analysis. This study guide has provided a
brief overview of the story's plot, characters, themes, and symbolism. I
encourage you to read the story for yourself and to come to your own s
about its meaning.
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