
Standard Vocal Literature: An Introduction to
Repertoire Bass
The bass voice is one of the most versatile and expressive in the human
vocal range. It is capable of producing a wide variety of sounds, from the
rich and resonant low notes to the soaring and powerful high notes. Basses
are often called upon to sing the most demanding and challenging roles in
opera, oratorio, and other classical music genres.

Standard Vocal Literature - An Introduction to
Repertoire: Bass by Richard Walters

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 73372 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 130 pages
Paperback : 112 pages
Item Weight : 8.3 ounces
Dimensions : 6.75 x 0.25 x 10.25 inches

The standard vocal repertoire for bass voice is vast and includes arias,
lieder, and oratorio excerpts from a wide range of composers. Some of the
most popular and frequently performed bass arias include:

"La calunnia è un venticello" from Rossini's The Barber of Seville

"Largo al factotum" from Rossini's The Barber of Seville

"O Isis und Osiris" from Mozart's The Magic Flute
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"Infelice! e tuo credevi" from Verdi's Ernani

"Il lacerato spirito" from Verdi's Simon Boccanegra

In addition to arias, basses also sing a wide variety of lieder, or German art
songs. Some of the most popular and frequently performed bass lieder
include:

"Die Forelle" by Schubert

"Der Erlkönig" by Schubert

"Wanderers Nachtlied" by Schubert

"Ich bin der Welt abhanden gekommen" by Mahler

"O liebliche Wangen" by Schumann

Finally, basses also sing a wide variety of oratorio excerpts, which are
usually taken from larger choral works. Some of the most popular and
frequently performed bass oratorio excerpts include:

"Behold, and see if there be any sorrow" from Handel's Messiah

"Why do the nations so furiously rage?" from Handel's Messiah

"The trumpet shall sound" from Handel's Messiah

"Et incarnatus est" from Mozart's Requiem

"Tuba mirum" from Mozart's Requiem

The vocal demands of bass repertoire vary greatly depending on the genre
and the specific piece being sung. However, there are some general vocal
demands that are common to all bass repertoire.



First, basses must have a strong and resonant low register. The lowest
note in the bass range is typically an F below middle C, and basses must
be able to sing this note with ease and power. Second, basses must have a
good sense of pitch and intonation. The bass voice is often used to provide
the harmonic foundation for the rest of the ensemble, and it is important for
basses to be able to sing in tune with the other voices.

Finally, basses must have good breath control and stamina. Basses often
sing long and demanding roles, and they must be able to maintain their
vocal quality and energy throughout the entire performance.

Learning and performing bass repertoire can be a challenging but
rewarding experience. By understanding the vocal demands of this music
and following the tips above, you can improve your vocal technique and
develop a strong and expressive bass voice.
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