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Sara Song’s historical novel, Slave Heroes, tells the story of three Chinese
immigrants who travel to California during the Gold Rush era. The novel
sheds light on the hidden histories of Chinese immigrants and the racism
and discrimination they faced.

The novel’s three protagonists are Ah Fong, a young woman who is sold
into slavery; Ah Sing, a former slave who becomes a successful
businessman; and Ah Toy, a bandit who fights against the oppression of
Chinese immigrants.

Ah Fong’s story is particularly harrowing. She is sold into slavery by her
family and forced to work in a brothel. She is repeatedly raped and beaten
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by her captors. Despite the horrors she endures, Ah Fong never gives up
hope. She eventually escapes from slavery and becomes a successful
businesswoman.

Ah Sing’s story is a more hopeful one. He is a former slave who becomes a
successful businessman. He uses his wealth to help other Chinese
immigrants and to fight against racism and discrimination.

Ah Toy’s story is the most violent of the three. He is a bandit who fights
against the oppression of Chinese immigrants. He is a skilled fighter and a
charismatic leader. He inspires other Chinese immigrants to fight for their
rights.

Slave Heroes is a powerful and moving novel that sheds light on the hidden
histories of Chinese immigrants in California. The novel is a reminder of the
racism and discrimination that Chinese immigrants faced, and it is a
testament to their strength and resilience.

The Hidden Histories of Chinese Immigrants in California

The Chinese played a major role in the development of California. They
came to the state in large numbers during the Gold Rush era, and they
worked in a variety of industries, including mining, agriculture, and
construction. Chinese immigrants also played a major role in the
development of California’s cities, such as San Francisco and Los Angeles.

However, the Chinese also faced a great deal of racism and discrimination.
They were often denied basic rights, such as the right to vote and the right
to own property. They were also subjected to violence and harassment. In
1882, the Chinese Exclusion Act was passed, which banned Chinese



immigration to the United States for ten years. The act was not repealed
until 1943.

Despite the challenges they faced, Chinese immigrants made a significant
contribution to California. They helped to build the state’s economy and
infrastructure, and they played a major role in the development of its
culture.

Sara Song’s ‘Slave Heroes’

Sara Song’s novel, Slave Heroes, is a powerful and moving tribute to the
Chinese immigrants who helped to build California. The novel tells the
stories of three Chinese immigrants who faced racism and discrimination,
but who never gave up hope. Slave Heroes is a reminder of the strength
and resilience of the Chinese people, and it is a testament to the
importance of fighting against racism and discrimination.

Sara Song is a Chinese-American writer who was born in San Francisco.
She is the author of several novels, including The River’s Song and The
Chosen Child. Song’s work has been praised for its historical accuracy and
its insights into the Chinese immigrant experience.

Slave Heroes is a powerful and moving novel that sheds light on the hidden
histories of Chinese immigrants in California. The novel is a reminder of the
racism and discrimination that Chinese immigrants faced, and it is a
testament to their strength and resilience.
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