
No Longer Game Innocents At War: A Journey
Through Children's Games and the
Devastation of Conflict
In the realm of children's entertainment, games have always held a
prominent place. From board games to video games, they offer escapism,
stimulation, and learning opportunities. However, the line between innocent
play and the grim realities of war can often blur, as children's games
sometimes mirror the horrors they witness or experience. This article will
explore the complex relationship between children's games and the
devastation of conflict, examining how games can both reflect and shape
children's perceptions and experiences of war.

Games as a Reflection of War

In war-torn regions, children often draw inspiration for their games from the
violent and chaotic world around them. Studies have shown that children
exposed to conflict are more likely to play games that involve themes of
violence, destruction, and death. In these games, children may act out
scenarios they have witnessed or heard about, such as fighting, bombings,
and displacement.
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For example, in the aftermath of the Syrian civil war, researchers observed
that children in refugee camps played a game called "Daesh and the
Rebels." In this game, children would pretend to be members of the Islamic
State (ISIS) and opposition groups, engaging in mock battles with sticks
and stones. The game mirrored the conflict they had experienced,
providing them with a way to process their trauma and make sense of the
violence they had endured.

Games as a Shaping Force in War

While games can reflect the devastating effects of war, they can also play a
role in shaping children's experiences. Violent games, such as shooter
games and war simulations, can desensitize children to violence and
promote a glorification of war. By rewarding players for killing and
destruction, these games may instill a belief that violence is an acceptable
and even heroic solution to problems.

Research has linked exposure to violent games to increased aggression,
decreased empathy, and a reduced ability to regulate emotions. In areas
where conflict is prevalent, children who play violent games may be more
likely to engage in violent behavior themselves or become desensitized to
the suffering of others.

Therapeutic Potential of Games

FREE

https://academic.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjZ0dlwvREdVNXpveXZXb1JlbVVxM0hNT29TT0llSm8ySFFHRnNkOXBiWnh0dGplOG9lVnlLVjJqWVwvdlwvajl6YWd0YVlYbWxLS2Q5XC95cXFYTXlMRkNmSzZsOTlncGZsbERhTVVic2hndHp3YVwvZ3NQRWlNNFlTcFVNd1lXMGg3TDhjTW51enh4Qjk3SlpnZFZlUkppNmtLTlhldEtNTDBsNEN4VXNDNWpZcGdUYzd3MFFrZFpcL1wvU1d5YlwvZll0dW9aIiwiaXYiOiJiYjg2MTc4NDU5ZTg3NDc2MGJmM2FkZWE4Yjg3ODQ5NSIsInMiOiIzMTliMDQzMDdjM2VkZDEyIn0%3D


Despite the potential risks, games can also be a valuable tool for healing
and recovery in war zones. Therapeutic games, designed with the specific
needs of children exposed to conflict in mind, can help children process
their trauma, develop coping mechanisms, and promote resilience.

Games like "Peacekeepers" and "Journey Through Hope" provide children
with a safe and controlled environment to explore their emotions and
experiences. By playing these games, children can learn about
peacebuilding, conflict resolution, and the importance of empathy and
compassion.

Empowerment Through Games

In addition to providing therapeutic benefits, games can also empower
children in conflict zones. By giving children a platform to express their
experiences and perspectives, games can help amplify their voices and
advocate for their needs.

For example, the video game "Planet Faraway" was developed in
collaboration with children from refugee camps in Lebanon. The game
allows players to explore a fictional world where children overcome
challenges and find hope amidst adversity. By playing the game, children
from refugee camps could share their experiences with others around the
world and advocate for their rights and protection.

The relationship between children's games and the devastation of conflict
is a complex and multifaceted one. Games can reflect the horrors of war,
shape children's perceptions, provide therapeutic benefits, and empower
children in conflict zones. As we strive to provide support and protection for



children affected by conflict, it is essential to recognize the important role
that games play in their lives.

By understanding the dual nature of games, we can harness their potential
for healing, empowerment, and advocacy. Through games, children can
process their trauma, learn about peacebuilding, and raise their voices to
demand a better future for themselves and generations to come.
Relevant Long Descriptive Keywords for Alt Attribute

* Children's games in war zones * Effects of violent games on children in
conflict * Therapeutic games for children exposed to trauma *
Empowerment through games in conflict zones * Role of games in
processing trauma and building resilience * Games as a platform for
advocacy and amplifying children's voices

No Longer A Game (Innocents At War Series, Book 3)
by Andrew Wareham

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 867 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 238 pages
Lending : Enabled

FREE

https://academic.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkpiQVdxb29wOHZiY2hqRzl4Qm9uWGJ2cHBnaHlVVFNmRjByeVNSSGpnSnFLWnRUVzhweVFCRGxPM0lKcHg0YzIwZjNYMFBtSlVkb1VtK0c2c0JtazlJOERUXC9iU3JTcHV3WUJrWTAxTzBRaVZnWExUSUJ2MjIxemtqZzRyakhmdTd5S0ZLS0lHVjRSdkFWaDlXU1I2MlNUK3JhYUR1TlFoNEpVRlB2RktsU0pwK2VtNXUrVFdmbXVVVDFIZ2JITTgiLCJpdiI6IjVlODM0YzM0MTgwMmQzOWMxN2E5YjQwOWU0NTM2ZTc5IiwicyI6IjQ2M2MyNWJhOTFjMzYzZDYifQ%3D%3D
https://academic.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Ikl5TlE1Y3dvNWtKSzI4UWhjTXh4a2g3UUR4RmJVMUord0pcL1QrZURHalV6bStXUHBzXC9wcTJaVFRqVU9RNmUyejlOUmxVVVlVSWswS3VmVkh2QUNJbDFpMmoyZUJWa21rQm8rSlRIVFwvUGI1QkdPTUFQRXBWNGhtaE1JS0x2bFwvMjNYSFAyc1E1WkFpOG9vNUxPOFluZUlKQlpaeFQyaFpyM2hKYktTdUJJVVNoWTl5MlNWTTRjS1dFRWZwd3JNb3giLCJpdiI6IjQyMDIxYmZhYzI4NmRjZWQ0ZWNlNTI1ZTljNDYyOTJiIiwicyI6ImJhYjk3ZGUwNjRiZWQ0MmUifQ%3D%3D
https://academic.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IjZ0dlwvREdVNXpveXZXb1JlbVVxM0hNT29TT0llSm8ySFFHRnNkOXBiWnh0dGplOG9lVnlLVjJqWVwvdlwvajl6YWd0YVlYbWxLS2Q5XC95cXFYTXlMRkNmSzZsOTlncGZsbERhTVVic2hndHp3YVwvZ3NQRWlNNFlTcFVNd1lXMGg3TDhjTW51enh4Qjk3SlpnZFZlUkppNmtLTlhldEtNTDBsNEN4VXNDNWpZcGdUYzd3MFFrZFpcL1wvU1d5YlwvZll0dW9aIiwiaXYiOiJiYjg2MTc4NDU5ZTg3NDc2MGJmM2FkZWE4Yjg3ODQ5NSIsInMiOiIzMTliMDQzMDdjM2VkZDEyIn0%3D


Travels In The Tibetan World: An Odyssey of
Culture, Spirituality, and Nature's Embrace
A Tapestry of Ancient Culture and Living Traditions ...

Ten Enchanting Pieces for Solo Flute and Flute-
Piano Duets: A Journey through Musical
Delights
Embark on a musical voyage with these captivating pieces for solo flute
and flute-piano duets, carefully curated to inspire, challenge, and delight
aspiring flautists. From...

https://academic.deedeebook.com/book/Travels%20In%20The%20Tibetan%20World%20An%20Odyssey%20of%20Culture%20Spirituality%20and%20Natures%20Embrace.pdf
https://academic.deedeebook.com/book/Travels%20In%20The%20Tibetan%20World%20An%20Odyssey%20of%20Culture%20Spirituality%20and%20Natures%20Embrace.pdf
https://academic.deedeebook.com/book/Ten%20Enchanting%20Pieces%20for%20Solo%20Flute%20and%20Flute%20Piano%20Duets%20A%20Journey%20through%20Musical%20Delights.pdf
https://academic.deedeebook.com/book/Ten%20Enchanting%20Pieces%20for%20Solo%20Flute%20and%20Flute%20Piano%20Duets%20A%20Journey%20through%20Musical%20Delights.pdf

