
Nameless Towns: The Sawmill Communities
of Texas, 1880-1942
From 1880 to 1942, the sawmill industry boomed in Texas, giving rise to
numerous small towns that sprang up around the mills. These towns, often
nameless and forgotten, played a vital role in the state's development,
providing jobs, housing, and a sense of community for thousands of
workers and their families.
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The first sawmills in Texas were built in the early 1800s, but it was not until
the late 1800s that the industry began to take off. The construction of
railroads made it possible to transport lumber from the forests to distant
markets, and the demand for lumber for construction and other purposes
grew rapidly. As a result, sawmills sprang up all over the state, especially in
East Texas, where the vast pine forests provided an abundant supply of
timber.
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The sawmill towns that grew up around these mills were often small and
isolated. They typically consisted of a few dozen houses, a store, a school,
and a church. The houses were usually simple wooden structures, and the
streets were often unpaved. The towns were often named after the sawmill
that they were built around, or after the owner of the mill. Some of the more
common names included Milltown, Lumberton, and Piney Woods.

Life in the sawmill towns was hard. The work was dangerous, and the pay
was low. The workers often lived in poverty, and they were frequently
forced to work long hours in dangerous conditions. The towns were also
often plagued by fires, floods, and other natural disasters.

Despite the hardships, the sawmill towns also had a strong sense of
community. The workers and their families relied on each other for support,
and they often developed close ties. The towns were also often home to a
variety of social and cultural activities, such as dances, picnics, and church
services.

The sawmill industry in Texas declined after World War II. The demand for
lumber decreased, and the mills began to close down. The sawmill towns
were gradually abandoned, and many of them are now ghost towns.
However, the legacy of these towns lives on in the people who once lived
there. The sawmill towns played a vital role in the development of Texas,
and they helped to shape the state's culture and identity.

The Rise of the Sawmill Towns

The sawmill industry in Texas began to take off in the late 1800s. The
construction of railroads made it possible to transport lumber from the
forests to distant markets, and the demand for lumber for construction and



other purposes grew rapidly. As a result, sawmills sprang up all over the
state, especially in East Texas, where the vast pine forests provided an
abundant supply of timber.

The sawmill towns that grew up around these mills were often small and
isolated. They typically consisted of a few dozen houses, a store, a school,
and a church. The houses were usually simple wooden structures, and the
streets were often unpaved. The towns were often named after the sawmill
that they were built around, or after the owner of the mill. Some of the more
common names included Milltown, Lumberton, and Piney Woods.

The population of the sawmill towns was made up of a mix of people. There
were the mill workers and their families, as well as farmers, merchants, and
other tradesmen. The workers were often poor and uneducated, and they
frequently came from other states or countries. The towns also attracted a
number of criminals and outlaws, who were drawn to the area by the
promise of easy money.

Life in the sawmill towns was hard. The work was dangerous, and the pay
was low. The workers often lived in poverty, and they were frequently
forced to work long hours in dangerous conditions. The towns were also
often plagued by fires, floods, and other natural disasters.

Despite the hardships, the sawmill towns also had a strong sense of
community. The workers and their families relied on each other for support,
and they often developed close ties. The towns were also often home to a
variety of social and cultural activities, such as dances, picnics, and church
services.

The Decline of the Sawmill Towns



The sawmill industry in Texas declined after World War II. The demand for
lumber decreased, and the mills began to close down. The sawmill towns
were gradually abandoned, and many of them are now ghost towns.

There were a number of factors that contributed to the decline of the
sawmill industry in Texas. One factor was the depletion of the state's
forests. The pine forests that had once provided an abundant supply of
timber were gradually cut down, and the mills were forced to move to other
states or countries.

Another factor that contributed to the decline of the sawmill industry was
the rise of new technologies. The development of new building materials,
such as concrete and steel, reduced the demand for lumber. The mills were
also unable to compete with the large, mechanized mills that were built in
other parts of the country.

The decline of the sawmill industry had a devastating impact on the sawmill
towns. The towns were abandoned, and the population dwindled. The
houses and businesses fell into disrepair, and the towns were gradually
forgotten.

The Legacy of the Sawmill Towns

The sawmill towns of Texas played a vital role in the state's development.
They provided jobs, housing, and a sense of community for thousands of
workers and their families. The towns also helped to shape the state's
culture and identity.

The legacy of the sawmill towns lives on in the people who once lived
there. The workers and their families who lived in these towns helped to



build the state of Texas, and their stories are a reminder of the challenges
and hardships that they faced.

The sawmill towns are also a reminder of the importance of community.
The workers and their families relied on each other for support, and they
developed close ties that lasted a lifetime. The towns were also home to a
variety of social and cultural activities, which helped to create a sense of
belonging and identity.

Although the sawmill towns are now gone, their legacy lives on. The people
who once lived in these towns helped to shape the state of Texas, and their
stories are a reminder of the challenges and hardships that they faced. The
sawmill towns are also a reminder of the importance of community, and the
close ties that can be formed between people who share a common
experience.
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