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A Pioneer in the Skies

Fred Michael Rex was born on July 28, 1926, in Cleveland, Ohio. From a
young age, he was captivated by the allure of aviation. In 1943, at the
tender age of 17, he joined the United States Navy and served as an
aviation mechanic. His passion for flying only intensified during his time in
the service.

After the war, Rex returned to civilian life and enrolled at Ohio State
University. He excelled in his studies and earned a degree in Aeronautical
Engineering. With his newfound knowledge and unwavering determination,
he embarked on a career in aviation.

In 1952, Rex joined the Glenn L. Martin Company, a leading aircraft
manufacturer. He quickly rose through the ranks, becoming a project
engineer and eventually the director of engineering for the company's
missile division. Under his leadership, the Glenn L. Martin Company
developed and produced some of the most advanced aircraft and missiles
of the era.
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Rex's exceptional abilities extended far beyond aviation. In 1961, he left the
Glenn L. Martin Company to co-found Rohr Industries, Inc. As the
company's president and CEO, he guided Rohr Industries through a period
of rapid growth and expansion. Under his visionary leadership, Rohr
Industries became one of the world's largest suppliers of aerospace
components and systems.

Rex's business acumen was not limited to the aerospace industry. He also
had a keen eye for real estate and invested heavily in commercial and
residential properties. His investments proved to be highly profitable,
further cementing his reputation as a savvy businessman.

A Heart of Gold and a Generosity of Spirit

Throughout his life, Fred Michael Rex never forgot his humble beginnings.
He believed in giving back to the community and dedicated himself to
philanthropy. In 1986, he established the Fred Michael Rex Foundation, a
charitable organization that has supported numerous causes, including
education, healthcare, and the arts.

Rex was particularly passionate about supporting young people. He
believed that every child deserves the opportunity to succeed, regardless of
their background. Through his foundation, he provided scholarships to
underprivileged students and funded programs that aimed to inspire and
empower the next generation.

A Legacy of Excellence and Impact

Fred Michael Rex passed away on January 10, 2018, at the age of 91. He
left behind a legacy of extraordinary achievements and an impact that will



continue to be felt for generations to come. His contributions to aviation,
business, and philanthropy have left an indelible mark on the world.

Rex was a true pioneer, a visionary leader, and a generous philanthropist.
He was a man who lived life to the fullest and made a positive difference in
the lives of countless others. His story is an inspiration to us all and a
reminder that anything is possible with determination, hard work, and a
heart filled with compassion.
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