
Little Men: A Story of Boys with Original
Illustrations
Little Men is a novel by Louisa May Alcott, originally published in 1871. The
book is a sequel to Alcott's popular novel Little Women and follows the lives
of the four March sisters and their families as they move to New York City
and start their own schools.
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Little Men is a charming and heartwarming story about the challenges and
rewards of growing up and learning to live independently. The book follows
the lives of the four March sisters - Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy - as they
navigate the challenges of adolescence and young adulthood. The sisters
are each unique and have their own strengths and weaknesses, but they
are all bound together by their love for each other and their shared
experiences.
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In Little Men, Alcott explores the importance of education and the role that it
plays in shaping the lives of young people. The book also examines the
challenges of growing up and learning to live independently. The sisters are
each faced with their own unique challenges, but they all learn to overcome
them and become strong, independent women.

Little Men is a timeless classic that continues to be enjoyed by readers of
all ages. The book is a heartwarming and inspiring story about the
importance of family, education, and the power of perseverance.

Original Illustrations

The original illustrations for Little Men were created by Frank T. Merrill.
Merrill was a well-known illustrator who worked on many of Alcott's books,
including Little Women. The illustrations in Little Men are charming and
evocative, and they perfectly capture the spirit of the book.

The illustrations in Little Men are a valuable addition to the book. They help
to bring the characters and the story to life, and they make the book even
more enjoyable to read. If you are a fan of Little Women, then you will
definitely want to check out Little Men. It is a charming and heartwarming
story that is sure to become a favorite.

Characters

Meg March: The eldest of the March sisters, Meg is a kind and
responsible young woman. She is the glue that holds her family
together, and she is always there to help those in need.

Jo March: Jo is the second eldest of the March sisters, and she is a
tomboy at heart. She is intelligent and independent, and she dreams of



becoming a writer.

Beth March: Beth is the third eldest of the March sisters, and she is a
gentle and loving soul. She is a talented musician, and she loves to
spend time with her family and friends.

Amy March: Amy is the youngest of the March sisters, and she is a
beautiful and artistic young woman. She is vain and selfish at times,
but she has a good heart.

Laurie Laurence: Laurie is the grandson of Mr. Laurence, the wealthy
neighbor of the March family. He is a kind and generous young man,
and he is in love with Jo.

Professor Bhaer: Professor Bhaer is a German immigrant who
becomes the headmaster of the Plumfield School for Boys. He is a
wise and compassionate man, and he helps the boys to learn and
grow.

Themes

The importance of family: Family is one of the most important
themes in Little Men. The March sisters are each other's best friends,
and they are always there for each other, no matter what. The book
also explores the importance of extended family, as the sisters'
grandfather and their cousin Laurie are also important figures in their
lives.

The value of education: Education is another important theme in
Little Men. The book shows how education can help people to learn
and grow, and it can also help them to become more independent. The
book also explores the challenges of education, as the sisters and their
students face many obstacles in their pursuit of knowledge.



The power of perseverance: Perseverance is a key theme in Little
Men. The book shows how the sisters and their students never give
up, even when things are tough. They learn from their mistakes, and
they keep moving forward, no matter what. The book also shows how
perseverance can lead to success.

Legacy

Little Men is a timeless classic that continues to be enjoyed by readers of
all ages. The book has been adapted into several films and television
shows, and it has been translated into more than 50 languages. Little Men
is a heartwarming and inspiring story that teaches valuable lessons about
family, education, and the power of perseverance.

Little Men is a charming and heartwarming story that is sure to become a
favorite. The book is a classic of children's literature, and it is a must-read
for any fan of Louisa May Alcott's work.
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