
Latino Image Makers: Breaking Barriers and
Shaping Hollywood
For decades, Hollywood has been dominated by a narrow and often
stereotypical portrayal of Latinos.
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But in recent years, a new generation of Latino image makers has
emerged, challenging these stereotypes and creating more authentic and
inclusive representations.

Breaking Down Barriers

One of the biggest challenges facing Latino image makers is the lack of
representation in the industry.

According to a study by the University of Southern California's Annenberg
School for Communication and Journalism, only 3% of all speaking roles in
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the top 100 films of 2021 were played by Latino actors.

This lack of representation has a significant impact on the way Latinos are
perceived by both Hollywood and the general public.

When Latinos are only seen in stereotypical roles, it reinforces the idea that
they are not capable of playing more complex and nuanced characters.

This can lead to a lack of opportunity for Latino actors and filmmakers, and
it can also perpetuate harmful stereotypes about Latinos.

Creating Authentic and Inclusive Representations

The new generation of Latino image makers is working to change this
narrative.

They are creating films and television shows that feature complex and
nuanced Latino characters, and they are breaking down the stereotypes
that have long been associated with Latinos.

For example, the film In the Heights, which was released in 2021, is a
musical drama that tells the story of a group of Latino immigrants living in
New York City.

The film was a critical and commercial success, and it was praised for its
authentic and inclusive representation of Latino culture.

Another example is the television series One Day at a Time, which ran from
2017 to 2020.



The series follows a Cuban-American family living in Los Angeles, and it
tackles important issues such as immigration, mental health, and LGBTQ+
rights.

The series was praised for its humor, heart, and its realistic portrayal of a
Latino family.

The Future of Latino Image Makers

The future of Latino image makers is bright.

More and more Latinos are entering the industry, and they are bringing with
them their own unique perspectives and experiences.

As a result, Hollywood is becoming more inclusive and diverse, and Latino
actors and filmmakers are finally getting the opportunity to tell their own
stories.

This is a positive development for both the industry and for Latinos in
general.

By creating more authentic and inclusive representations, Latino image
makers are helping to break down stereotypes and create a more accurate
and nuanced understanding of Latino culture.

The new generation of Latino image makers is changing the face of
Hollywood.

They are breaking down barriers, creating authentic and inclusive
representations, and shaping the future of the industry.



Their work is making a difference, both in Hollywood and in the world.

Additional Resources

The Latinx House

The National Hispanic Media Coalition

USC Annenberg Inclusion Initiative
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