
Is for Ska: Jim Tolles, the Godfather of
American Ska
Jim Tolles is known as the Godfather of American Ska, and rightly so. He's
been playing ska since the early 1980s, and his band The Toasters is one
of the longest-running and most influential ska bands in the world. Tolles
has also been a mentor to many other ska musicians, and he's helped to
spread the ska gospel throughout the United States and beyond.
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Tolles was born in New York City in 1960. He grew up listening to a variety
of music, including reggae, punk, and soul. In the early 1980s, he
discovered ska, and he was immediately hooked. He started playing ska
with a band called The Scofflaws, and in 1981, he formed The Toasters.

The Toasters quickly became one of the most popular ska bands in the
United States. They released their debut album, Ska Was Here, in 1982,
and they've since released over 20 more albums. The Toasters have toured
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the world, and they've played at some of the biggest ska festivals in the
world.

In addition to his work with The Toasters, Tolles has also been a mentor to
many other ska musicians. He's helped to produce albums for other ska
bands, and he's given countless interviews and workshops about ska
music. Tolles is also the founder of the Ska Parade, an annual ska festival
that takes place in New York City.

Tolles' impact on the ska scene is undeniable. He's been a major force in
the development of American ska, and he's helped to spread the ska
gospel throughout the world. He's a true ska legend, and he deserves all
the recognition he's received.

Tolles' Style

Tolles' ska style is characterized by its energy and its danceability. He's a
master of the ska guitar, and he's also a gifted singer and songwriter.
Tolles' songs are often political and socially conscious, and they often deal
with themes of unity and peace.

Tolles' ska style has been influenced by a variety of musical genres,
including reggae, punk, and soul. He's also been influenced by the work of
other ska musicians, such as The Specials and The Beat. Tolles' style is
unique and distinctive, and it's helped to make him one of the most
influential ska musicians in the world.

Tolles' Legacy

Tolles' legacy is secure. He's one of the most important figures in the
history of ska music, and he's helped to shape the sound of ska for over 40



years. Tolles' music has inspired and influenced countless other musicians,
and he's helped to spread the ska gospel throughout the world.

Tolles is a true ska legend, and he will continue to be remembered as one
of the most important figures in the history of ska music for many years to
come.

Jim Tolles is the Godfather of American Ska, and he deserves all the
recognition he's received. He's been a major force in the development of
American ska, and he's helped to spread the ska gospel throughout the
world. Tolles is a true ska legend, and he will continue to be remembered
as one of the most important figures in the history of ska music for many
years to come.
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