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The Grand Cayman Blue Iguana (Cyclura lewisi) is a large, ground-dwelling
lizard endemic to the island of Grand Cayman, a British Overseas Territory
in the Caribbean Sea. It is one of the largest species of iguanas in the
world, with males reaching an average length of 1.5 meters (4.9 feet) and
females slightly smaller. The Blue Iguana is distinguished by its vibrant
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blue-green coloration, which is more pronounced in males during the
breeding season.

The Blue Iguana's scales are small and granular, and its body is covered in
spiky osteoderms, or bony plates, which provide protection. It has a long
tail, which it uses for balance and defense. The Blue Iguana's head is large
and triangular, with a powerful jaw and sharp teeth designed for crushing
plant material.
Habitat



The Blue Iguana in its natural habitat, the dry forests of Grand Cayman.

The Grand Cayman Blue Iguana inhabits the dry forests of Grand Cayman,
which are characterized by low vegetation, limestone outcrops, and a
scarcity of water. These forests provide the Blue Iguana with shelter, food,
and nesting sites. The Blue Iguana is also found in mangrove swamps and
coastal areas.
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The Blue Iguana is an important part of the Grand Cayman ecosystem. It
helps to disperse seeds and control plant growth. The Blue Iguana is also a
prey species for native predators, such as the Cayman Brac Boa and the
American Crocodile.
Behavior

The Grand Cayman Blue Iguana is a solitary animal, except during the
breeding season. It is active during the day, spending most of its time
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foraging for food. The Blue Iguana is an herbivore, and its diet consists
mainly of leaves, fruits, and flowers. The Blue Iguana is also known to eat
insects and small animals.

The Blue Iguana is a good swimmer and can stay submerged for up to 40
minutes. It uses its tail for swimming and to defend itself against predators.
The Blue Iguana is also known to climb trees, although it is not as agile as
some other species of iguanas.
Conservation



The Blue Iguana Recovery Programme successfully breeds and reintroduces
iguanas into the wild.

The Grand Cayman Blue Iguana is an endangered species. Its population
has declined drastically due to habitat destruction, poaching, and
introduced predators. In the 1990s, the Blue Iguana population was
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estimated to be less than 25 individuals. However, thanks to conservation
efforts, the Blue Iguana population has increased to over 1,000 individuals.

The National Trust for the Cayman Islands (NTCI) is responsible for the
conservation of the Grand Cayman Blue Iguana. The NTCI has established
the Blue Iguana Recovery Programme, which includes a captive breeding
program and a re program. The Blue Iguana Recovery Programme has
been successful in increasing the Blue Iguana population and protecting its
habitat.
Legend



The Grand Cayman Blue Iguana is an important part of Caymanian folklore
and culture. It is said that the Blue Iguana is the reincarnation of a young
Caymanian boy who was lost in the forest. The boy's parents searched for
him for days, but they never found him. One day, they heard a strange
noise coming from the forest. They followed the noise and found their son,
but he had been transformed into a Blue Iguana.
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The Caymanian people believe that the Blue Iguana is a symbol of good
luck and prosperity. It is also believed that the Blue Iguana can bring rain
during times of drought. The Blue Iguana is a protected species in the
Cayman Islands, and it is illegal to hunt or harm them.
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