
Including the Soul of an Indian and Other
Writings of Ohiyesa and the Great
Charles Alexander Eastman (1858-1939),known by his Dakota name
Ohiyesa, was a Santee Dakota physician, writer, and lecturer. He was born
on the Santee Sioux Reservation in Minnesota and was raised in the
traditional ways of his people. However, he was also educated in white
schools and eventually became a medical doctor.

Eastman's writings offer a unique perspective on the American Indian
experience. He wrote about the challenges faced by Native Americans in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, as well as the importance of
preserving their culture and traditions. He was also a strong advocate for
Indian rights.
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In this article, we will explore some of Eastman's most important writings,
including his 1902 book "The Soul of an Indian." We will also discuss his
life and legacy as an American Indian writer and activist.

"The Soul of an Indian"

"The Soul of an Indian" is Eastman's most famous work. It is a collection of
essays that explore the spiritual and cultural beliefs of the Dakota people.
Eastman argues that Indians have a unique understanding of the natural
world and that their way of life is based on a deep respect for all living
things.

The book was a critical and commercial success. It was praised for its
insights into the American Indian experience and for its beautiful prose.
"The Soul of an Indian" has been translated into more than 20 languages
and is still widely read today.

In the book, Eastman writes:

> "The Indian is a lover of nature, and his religion is based on the worship
of the Great Spirit, who is revealed to him in the sun, the moon, the stars,
the trees, the flowers, and all the beautiful things of nature. He believes that
all things are alive, and that each has its own spirit. He believes that the
Great Spirit is present in all things, and that he is the source of all life and
power."

Eastman's writings on the Dakota spirituality have been influential in the
development of contemporary Native American spirituality. He has been
praised for his insights into the importance of nature and the
interconnectedness of all living things.



Other Writings

In addition to "The Soul of an Indian," Eastman wrote a number of other
books and articles about the American Indian experience. These include:

* "Old Indian Days" (1907) * "The Indian Today" (1918) * "From the Deep
Woods to Civilization" (1916) * "Indian Heroes and Great Chieftains" (1918)

Eastman's writings have been praised for their accuracy, their insights into
the American Indian experience, and their beautiful prose. He is considered
one of the most important American Indian writers of the 20th century.

Legacy

Eastman was a prolific writer, lecturer, and activist. He was a strong
advocate for Indian rights and he worked tirelessly to promote
understanding between Indians and whites. He was also a role model for
many young Indians who were struggling to find their place in the world.

Eastman's legacy is complex and multifaceted. He was a controversial
figure in his own time, and some of his writings have been criticized for
being too romanticized or essentialist. However, there is no doubt that he
was a gifted writer and a passionate advocate for Indian rights.

Eastman's writings continue to be read and studied today. He is considered
one of the most important American Indian writers of the 20th century, and
his work has made a significant contribution to our understanding of the
American Indian experience.

Charles Alexander Eastman was a remarkable man. He was a physician,
writer, lecturer, and activist who dedicated his life to promoting



understanding between Indians and whites. His writings offer a unique
perspective on the American Indian experience and are still widely read
today. Eastman is a reminder that the American Indian experience is
complex and multifaceted. He is also a reminder that the fight for Indian
rights is far from over.
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