
How the Foreign Service Works for America
The United States Foreign Service is a vital part of the U.S. government,
working to protect and promote American interests around the world.
Foreign Service officers (FSOs) are responsible for a wide range of duties,
including representing the U.S. government at diplomatic missions,
negotiating treaties, and providing consular services to American citizens
living or traveling abroad.

The History of the Foreign Service

The Foreign Service was established in 1789, when the first U.S. diplomat,
Thomas Jefferson, was sent to France. In the early years of the Republic,
the Foreign Service was a small organization, with only a few dozen
officers serving in a handful of countries. However, as the United States
expanded its global reach, the Foreign Service grew to meet the demands
of a more complex and interconnected world.

The Role of the Foreign Service

The Foreign Service plays a critical role in advancing U.S. interests abroad.
FSOs are responsible for:
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Representing the U.S. government: FSOs are the official
representatives of the United States in foreign countries. They work to
build relationships with foreign governments and officials, and to
promote U.S. policies and values.

Negotiating treaties: FSOs negotiate treaties and agreements with
foreign governments on a wide range of issues, including trade,
security, and human rights.

Providing consular services: FSOs provide consular services to
American citizens living or traveling abroad. These services include
issuing passports, providing emergency assistance, and protecting
American interests in the event of a crisis.

The Organization of the Foreign Service

The Foreign Service is organized into five bureaus:

The Bureau of Diplomatic Security: Responsible for the safety and
security of U.S. diplomatic missions and personnel worldwide.

The Bureau of Economic and Business Affairs: Responsible for
promoting U.S. economic and commercial interests abroad.

The Bureau of International Organization Affairs: Responsible for
U.S. relations with international organizations, such as the United
Nations and the World Bank.
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The Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs: Responsible for U.S. relations
with the countries of the Middle East and North Africa.

The Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs: Responsible for
U.S. relations with the countries of South and Central Asia.

The Foreign Service Exam

To become a Foreign Service officer, you must pass the Foreign Service
Officer Test (FSOT). The FSOT is a competitive exam that tests your
knowledge of world affairs, foreign languages, and other skills necessary
for a successful career in the Foreign Service.

The Foreign Service Training Program

After passing the FSOT, you must complete the Foreign Service Training
Program (FSTP). The FSTP is a two-year training program that provides
you with the skills and knowledge you need to be a successful Foreign
Service officer.

The Foreign Service Career Path

The Foreign Service career path is a long and rewarding one. FSOs
typically serve in a variety of positions, both in the United States and
abroad. As they gain experience and seniority, they may be promoted to
positions of greater responsibility, such as ambassador or consul general.

The Importance of the Foreign Service

The Foreign Service is a vital part of the U.S. government. FSOs play a
critical role in protecting and promoting American interests abroad. They
are the diplomats, negotiators, and consular officers who represent the
United States to the world.



The Foreign Service is a challenging and rewarding career. FSOs have the
opportunity to make a real difference in the world, while also serving their
country. If you are interested in a career in international affairs, the Foreign
Service is a great option to consider.
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