
Drop Two Voicing Uncovered: The Essential
Guide to Creating Rich, Lush Jazz Chords
Drop two voicing is a jazz piano technique that involves playing a chord
with the root in the second octave, creating a rich, lush sound. This
technique is often used in jazz ballads and other slow-tempo pieces, and it
can add a touch of sophistication and elegance to your playing.
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Theory

To understand drop two voicing, it's important to first understand the
concept of chord voicings. A chord voicing is simply the arrangement of the
notes in a chord. The most common voicing for a major triad is the root
position voicing, in which the root is played in the lowest octave. Drop two
voicing is a variation on this voicing, in which the root is played in the
second octave.
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The following diagram shows the root position voicing and the drop two
voicing for a C major triad:
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As you can see, the only difference between the two voicings is the octave
of the root note. In the root position voicing, the root is played in the lowest
octave, while in the drop two voicing, the root is played in the second
octave.

Exercises
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The best way to learn drop two voicing is to practice it. The following
exercises will help you to get started:

1. Play the root position voicing of a C major triad in your left hand. Then,
play the drop two voicing of the same triad in your right hand.

2. Repeat the previous exercise with other major triads, such as G major,
F major, and Bb major.

3. Once you're comfortable playing drop two voicings with major triads,
try playing them with minor triads. The following diagram shows the
drop two voicing for a C minor triad:



4. Once you're comfortable playing drop two voicings with minor triads,
try playing them with dominant seventh chords. The following diagram
shows the drop two voicing for a C dominant seventh chord:
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Practical Tips

Here are a few practical tips for incorporating drop two voicing into your
playing:

Use drop two voicing sparingly. It's a powerful technique, but it can
sound muddy if it's overused.
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Use drop two voicing to create a sense of space in your playing. The
lush sound of drop two voicing can help to create a more spacious and
airy sound.

Use drop two voicing to add a touch of sophistication to your playing.
Drop two voicing is a sophisticated technique that can add a touch of
class to your jazz playing.

Drop two voicing is a powerful jazz piano technique that can add a rich,
lush sound to your playing. By practicing the exercises in this article, you
can learn to master drop two voicing and incorporate it into your own
playing.
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