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Cross the River to Home is a memoir by John Howard Griffin, an American
white man who disguised himself as a black man to experience the horrors
of racism in the Deep South in the 1950s. The book is a powerful and
moving account of Griffin's journey, and it remains a classic work of
American literature.

Disguise and Discovery

In 1959, Griffin decided to undertake a six-week journey through the Deep
South, disguised as a black man. He darkened his skin with a chemical
solution, and he wore clothes and makeup to make himself appear black.
Griffin's goal was to experience the racism that black people faced on a
daily basis, and to write about his experiences in a book.

Griffin's journey was dangerous and difficult. He was often threatened and
harassed by white people, and he was even arrested and beaten by the
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police. However, Griffin also met many kind and compassionate people,
who helped him to understand the true meaning of racism.

The Horrors of Racism

Griffin's book is a powerful indictment of racism. He describes the many
ways in which black people were discriminated against in the Deep South,
from being denied basic rights to being subjected to violence and brutality.
Griffin's experiences are a reminder of the horrors of racism, and they show
the importance of fighting against it.

A Journey of Resilience

In addition to being a powerful indictment of racism, Cross the River to
Home is also a story of resilience and healing. Griffin's journey was a
difficult one, but he was able to overcome the challenges he faced. He
learned to stand up for himself, and he found strength in the support of
others.

Griffin's book is a reminder that racism can be overcome. It is a story of
hope and healing, and it shows that we can all make a difference in the
fight against racism.

Legacy and Impact

Cross the River to Home was published in 1966, and it quickly became a
bestseller. The book has been translated into more than 20 languages, and
it has been adapted into a television movie and a play. Cross the River to
Home has had a profound impact on American society, and it continues to
be read and discussed today.



Griffin's book is a powerful reminder of the horrors of racism, and it is a call
to action to fight against it. Cross the River to Home is a classic work of
American literature, and it is a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand the history of racism in the United States.
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