20 Must-Dos to Restart Teaching and Learning
Effectively

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a profound impact on education
worldwide. As schools and universities prepare to restart teaching and
learning, it is crucial to take proactive steps to ensure a smooth transition
and to address the challenges that emerged during the pandemic.
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This article presents 20 essential actions that educators and administrators
can implement to foster effective and engaging learning experiences in the
post-pandemic era:

1. Review and Revise Curriculum

The pandemic disrupted the implementation of curricula, leading to gaps in
student learning. Conduct a comprehensive review of the curriculum to
identify areas where revisions are necessary. Prioritize essential concepts
and skills, and ensure alignment with updated standards and expectations.
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2. Enhance Assessment and Evaluation

Adapt assessment strategies to reflect the evolving nature of learning.
Utilize a variety of assessment methods, including formative assessments,
performance tasks, and authentic assessments. Provide timely and
constructive feedback to students to support their progress.

3. Foster Inclusive Practices

The pandemic exacerbated existing inequalities in education. Implement
inclusive practices to ensure that all students feel supported and have
equal opportunities to succeed. Provide accommodations and
modifications, and create a welcoming and supportive learning environment
for students from diverse backgrounds.

4. Integrate Technology

Leverage technology to enhance teaching and learning. Integrate digital
tools and resources into lessons, and provide students with opportunities to
engage with technology in meaningful ways. Use technology to differentiate
instruction and personalize learning.

5. Improve School Climate

A positive school climate is essential for student well-being and academic
success. Foster a safe, respectful, and supportive learning environment.
Establish clear expectations, and promote open communication between
students, teachers, and parents.

6. Prioritize Student Well-being

The pandemic has had a significant impact on student mental health.
Prioritize student well-being by providing access to counseling services,



promoting healthy coping mechanisms, and creating a supportive
environment that fosters resilience.

7. Strengthen Collaboration

Foster collaboration among teachers, administrators, parents, and the
community. Create opportunities for educators to share best practices, and
engage parents in their children's education. Build strong partnerships to
support student success.

8. Enhance Communication

Effective communication is crucial for a successful restart of teaching and
learning. Establish clear channels of communication between teachers,
students, and parents. Provide regular updates on academic progress,
behavioral expectations, and school events.

9. Support Professional Development

Invest in professional development opportunities for educators. Provide
teachers with training on effective teaching strategies, inclusive practices,
and the use of technology. Support teachers in developing their skills and
knowledge to meet the evolving demands of education.

10. Address Mental Health Needs

The pandemic has heightened awareness of the importance of mental
health. Provide resources and support for students and staff who are
struggling with mental health issues. Create a school culture that promotes
emotional well-being and reduces stigma.

11. Prepare for Blended Learning



The pandemic has accelerated the adoption of blended learning models.
Prepare schools and educators for the effective implementation of blended
learning. Provide training on online teaching strategies, and ensure access
to technology and digital resources for students.

12. Promote Student Leadership

Empower students by involving them in leadership roles. Provide
opportunities for students to take ownership of their learning, contribute to
their school community, and develop essential life skills.

13. Cultivate a Growth Mindset

Foster a growth mindset among students and staff. Encourage educators to
embrace challenges as opportunities for learning, and support students in
developing resilience and perseverance.

14. Utilize Data-Driven Decision Making

Use data to inform decision-making and improve teaching and learning.
Collect and analyze data on student progress, attendance, and behavior.
Use data to identify areas for improvement and to tailor instruction to meet
the individual needs of students.

15. Enhance Communication with Parents

Establish strong communication channels with parents. Provide regular
updates on student progress, and foster a collaborative relationship
between teachers and parents to support student success.

16. Encourage Student Engagement



Design engaging and interactive learning experiences to motivate students
and promote active learning. Incorporate hands-on activities, project-based
learning, and opportunities for students to collaborate and share their
ideas.

17. Provide Opportunities for Extracurricular Activities

Extracurricular activities play a vital role in student development.
Encourage student participation in clubs, sports, and other extracurricular
activities to enhance social skills, leadership abilities, and overall well-
being.

18. Foster School-Community Partnerships

Build strong partnerships with the community to support student success.
Collaborate with local organizations, businesses, and community leaders to
provide resources, mentorship opportunities, and real-world learning
experiences.

19. Celebrate Successes

Recognizing and celebrating successes is essential for motivation and
morale. Acknowledge student achievements, both big and small. Provide
opportunities for students to showcase their learning and to receive positive
reinforcement for their efforts.

20. Continuously Evaluate and Refine

The process of restarting teaching and learning is ongoing. Continuously
evaluate the effectiveness of implemented strategies, and make
adjustments as needed. Seek feedback from students, teachers, and
parents to ensure that instruction remains relevant and engaging.



By implementing these 20 actions, educators and administrators can create
a supportive and effective learning environment for students as they
transition back to in-person instruction. By prioritizing student well-being,
fostering inclusive practices, and leveraging technology, schools can restart
teaching and learning effectively and prepare students for success in the
post-pandemic era.
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